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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

5586 -X 
THE WHITE HOl SE 

August 26, 1977 

THE PRESIDENT 

ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI 

PRC Review of Situation in Horn of Africa 

The PRC met for an hour yesterday to review the situation in the Horn 
of Africa in light of Somali and Eritrean insurgent advances in Ethiopia 
and increasing evidence of deterioration of Mengistu1 s regime. 

We decided: 

• to accelerate our efforts to provide support to Sudan; 

• to take steps to reassure and strengthen Kenya; 

• to explore means of getting as many African leaders as possible 
to participate in a call to all outside powers to refrain from supplying 
arms to fuel the Ethiopian-Somali confrontation so that there can 
be a cease-fire and an effort at mediation • 
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It is my feeling that these decisions represent most of the sensible 
steps we can take at the moment. We cannot intervene in the conflict 
between Ethiopia and Somalia and we have to let the Eritrean situation 
take its course. We want to enhance our longer-range chances for 
increasing our influence in both Ethiopia and Somalia and do what we 
can to ensure that the Soviets gain as little as possible -- or in fact, lose 
from their involvement. We will probably have to reassess the situation 
again in a few weeks if conditions in the Horn do not stabilize, which seem1 
very unlikely. 

If you approve, I will formally instruct State to take the appropriate action. 

Approve __ t/ __ Disapprove -----

Comments 
-----------------------------------------------




